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It is that time of year again and our children are heading back to school. I wanted to take a few minutes to
discuss some safety concerns surrounding schools zones and general safety. The speed limit on roadways next
to a school is 20 MPH. There is a big difference in pedestrian survival in a crash between 20 MPH and 30
MPH. Research has shown that that a pedestrian has a 90% survival rate in a car crash 18 MPH and under.
That rate drops to less than 50% as a crash approaches 30 MPH. At times it can be difficult to determine if you
have left a school zone. If you do not see a sign specifically stating you have left the school zone, maintain 20
MPH until you see a new posted speed sign. Yield to pedestrians at intersections, whether that are marked with
a crosswalk or not. We should be giving extra attention to pedestrians and bicyclists when making turns in a
schools zone as well.
For those who have children that walk to school, review the route they take in advance. If possible, avoid those
areas with heavy traffic. Encourage your students to stay on the sidewalks at all times and use designated
crosswalks. Avoid having to rush, which can increase risk taking and increase the chance of an
accident. Distractions can increase risk to our students. Encourage them to take the earbuds out and pay
attention to what is going on around them. It is important to be able to hear a horn or other indications that a
crash might occur.

Let’s have a safe and great school year.
Deputy Chief DJ Graham

Your MPD is ready for the new school year with
another incredible team of
School Resource Officers.
The 2022-2023 SRO’s from
left to right: SRO Doney, SRO
Jackson, SRO McDonald and
SRO Vega. Also pictured:
A MPD safety presentation
at the YMCA to kick off their
emphasis on child safety.
The students also made
police car hats that match
our MPD vehicles.
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Greetings NW team members and Medford residents!

With school now underway, your MPD would like to introduce you to the School Resource Officers, who are currently
working closely with school administrators and their faculty. These SROs’ play an integral role in providing additional
safety for all students attending our Medford schools. They assist with the detection and prevention of potential drug/
gang activity, violence, vandalism, theft and other issues that would hinder the safety and academic environment on
our school campuses. Should an emergency situation develop while students are at school, you can be confident that
the SROs’ will be implementing an effective plan to keep all students as safe as possible.
During school hours, the SROs’ also keep their finger on the pulse of what students might be up to, in the
neighborhoods surrounding their assigned schools. They are also present at various after school events. Your SROs’
are always excited to meet each and every student. If you have school aged children/grand children, be sure to
remind them to stop in and say hello to the SRO assigned to their school. They may even have a MPD badge sticker
for them.
The school assignments for the 2022-2023 school year are as follows:
SRO Doney
South Medford High School (Home Location)
Ruch Elementary School - Jacksonville Elementary School - Griffin Creek Elementary School - Jefferson Elementary
School - Washington Elementary School
SRO Jackson
McLoughlin Middle School (Home Location)
Howard Elementary School - Wilson Elementary School - Jackson Elementary School - Logos Charter School
SRO McDonald
Hedrick Middle School (Home Location)
Roosevelt Elementary School - Lone Pine Elementary School - Hoover Elementary School - Orchard Hill Elementary
School
SRO Vega
North Medford High School (Home Location)
Central High School - Kennedy Elementary School - Abraham Lincoln Elementary School - Kids Unlimited
SCHOOL SPEED REMINDER
The speed limit in school zones is still 20 MPH and the penalty for this violation is very expensive. Your MPD will be
patrolling and enforcing the school zones beginning the first day of the school year. Please remember to also keep an
eye out for students walking, riding and crossing streets on their way to and from school. Be especially alert to those
who are not paying attention, specifically the ones who are looking at their phones, instead of the roadway…...

KEEPING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SAFER
We are all most likely aware of the continued theft throughout our community. We can all be diligent in keeping our
homes, garages, outbuildings and vehicles locked. Any items of value should be stored in a secure location. A patio,
a front, side or back yard, or garage/shed that is not secured, is susceptible to being a target of would-be criminals.
Unfortunately, MPD processes reported theft cases daily, that include items such as: bicycles, cans, bottles, lawn
equipment and other various items of value that are stolen off porches, from yards and out of garages. Let’s continue
to harden the target and make our neighborhoods appear to be a waste of effort for criminal activity. Be sure to
report any suspicious activity to Dispatch at 541-776-7206.
We can all work together to help prevent ourselves from becoming victims. By paying attention and taking the
relatively simple steps we discuss in our monthly newsletters, we can reduce the potential for crime to occur in our
neighborhoods. It is an established fact that criminals seek out those who are unprepared for them. Neighborhood
Watch helps us to become better prepared.
On behalf of your MPD, Thank you for keeping watch over your neighborhoods. Todd Sales CSO #908, MPD

