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Greetings, 

One thing that always gets the attention of our community is when you see the Medford Police SWAT Team in your 
neighborhood.  I want to take a moment to educate you about our SWAT team, why we need the team, and what to 
do if you see them in your neighborhood.  

The SWAT Team is made up of a team commander, two Sergeant team leaders, 14 operators, with 4 members who 

train as the sniper team element and four additional SWAT Medics, who are Medford Fire Department employees.  

This team trains a minimum of 8 hours each month and adhere to the standards set forth by the National Tactical  

Officers Association (NTOA).  Each member is selected at the conclusion of a rigorous physical testing process       

followed by an oral board.  Also considered is their overall work performance, as each member of the team has       

additional duties outside of the SWAT Team.  

Members of the team are on call every day and are expected to respond when needed at high risk or crisis incidents, 

when they occur.  The SWAT team is also involved in pre-planned search warrants that are deemed to be high risk.   

If you see the Medford SWAT armored vehicle in your neighborhood, please stay in your homes.  I know that        

everyone wants to see what is happening, but having crowds of people standing outside can quickly complicate the 

incident for the team and create additional safety concerns.                                                                                                               

Lieutenant Curtis 

 

  Address:  219 S Ivy St., Medford OR  97501      Phone: 541-774-2250      Website:  ci.medford.org 

Pear Blossom 2022 is in the history books!  A huge “Thank You” goes out to all those who helped to make this a 
grand event for the participants, the spectators, the vendors, the community and for the great City of Medford.      



Greetings NW team members and Medford residents, 

Your MPD hopes that you are enjoying another Spring, in our great Rogue Valley.  With sunny and warmer days 

ahead, many of us will be headed outdoors to begin working around our residences.  This is a great time to assess 

the security of your home from the outside.  Let’s discuss some annual tips that can help you harden the target, for 

would be criminals:  

Inspect the perimeter  

Is there anything you can do to reduce the likelihood, of your home becoming a target for being burglarized?  A 

prospective burglar will often times choose residences that provide the cover of trees, dense shrubs and walls or 

fences, that help reduce the risk of being seen entering or leaving.  Trim away bottom branches of trees and    

bushes, etc., leaving at least 12” of clear space (if possible) between the ground and the lowest branches.  Should  

a subject attempt to hide behind your landscaping, you’ll at least be able to see their feet and legs.  Don’t allow 

shrubs, plants or trees to block any basement or first floor windows or doors.  Trim them back to below the height 

of any windows to remove potential hiding spots.   

Check all entry points to your home.  

Are all the exterior doors (including your garage and basement doors) secure enough to withstand an attempted 

forced entry?  Inspect all exterior door frames and insure they are in good condition.  Consider installing a quality 

deadbolt on any exterior door of your home, including entry doors to any outbuildings and/or garages.  Make sure 

that strike plates are installed properly and are of high quality.  Install longer screws in the strike plates.  Service all 

locks.  Keep them maintained and operating smoothly.  Consider installing a wide angle viewer, commonly known 

as a “peephole” in any solid faced entry door.  Secure all windows and exterior sliding doors with locks and/or pins.  

Cut a stick or dowel to fit snuggly in the lower channel of the sliding door frame, between the frame and the      

exposed edge of the sliding door.  You may also want to do the same for any windows.  

Keep your garage door and any garage windows secured.  If you have gates, keep them locked.  Many residents 

have been catching criminals on video, who have been entering back yards through unlocked gates.  Remember to 

put away ladders and tools that could be used to break into your home.  

     HEADED UP TO ROXY ANN PEAK OR PRESCOTT PARK? 

We are very fortunate to have so many great places all around us, for outdoor adventure and exercise.  Between 

the months of May through October, Roxy Ann and Prescott Park will be a very popular location for activities such 

as: walking, jogging, hiking, biking, climbing, dog walking, picnics, etc.  Unfortunately, there have been concerns 

regarding visitors, who are exceeding the speed limit in their vehicles on Roxy Ann Road (both directions), as well 

as dogs being let off their leash and folks smoking tobacco and marijuana, inside the park.  These are all violations 

and can set you back $250.00 or more.  Please comply with all ordinances and posted speed limits in the area.   

              REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN OFFICERS  

During the 1830’s, the idea of a centralized municipal police department emerged in the United States.  In 1838,  

the city of Boston established the first American police force.  The men and women who choose to become Law  

Enforcement Officers are sworn to protect and serve.  They are committed to defending, protecting and observing 

the constitutional rights of all Americans.  They are willing to look danger in the eye without hesitation and even   

lay down their lives to protect others.  The Police Officers of your Medford Police Department are no exception.   

On May 4th, 1963 President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation designating May 15th as “Peace Officers     

Memorial Day”.  In addition, President Kennedy also designated the calendar week of May 15th as “Police Week”.  

You’re MPD will be participating in the Jackson County Police Memorial on Thursday, May 12th, at the Singler Plaza, 

in downtown Medford. 

On behalf of your MPD, thank you for keeping your ear to the ground, in your neighborhoods. 

Todd Sales CSO #908, MPD 


