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In the past year we have seen an increase in the number of overdoses in our community.  All of our officers    

carry Naloxone (AKA: Narcan) and are trained to administer Naloxone, when they come across a patient         

experiencing an overdose.  Naloxone is a medication that reverses the effects of an opioid overdose.  It is      

also available for consumer use without a prescription, in all 50 states.  

In addition to heroin overdoses, we are seeing an increase in Fentanyl in Jackson County.  This is a very        

dangerous drug that can quickly result in death.  The Fentanyl we are seeing is a synthetic opioid that is made 

illegally, in clandestine laboratories.  A person using heroin, methamphetamine, or cocaine, may not be aware 

that the drug has been laced with Fentanyl.  Fentanyl is extremely potent and can be deadly in even small doses. 

We are also seeing Fentanyl in pill form, in counterfeit Oxycodone pills and Xanax pills.  Fentanyl does not need 

to be consumed to be deadly.  Touching or breathing in Fentanyl can result in immediate respiratory arrest. 

Law enforcement in Jackson County and across the state are closely monitoring the increase in overdose deaths. 

This is a disturbing trend that is occurring across the United States.  We all know the hazards of drug addiction.  

If you or someone you know wants help, please reach out.  There are many resources available in Jackson  

County to help you or a loved one fight the battle against addiction such as: the Addictions Recovery Center, 

Jackson County Mental Health, Veterans Service Office and Ontrack.  

Lt. Curtis  

A big “Thank You” goes out to all the folks who made 
the 2021 Pear Blossom Parade and Street Fair        
possible.  Although the event was scaled back due to 
COVID, residents of Medford were still treated to   
familiar parade entries, outdoor shopping, live music, 
great food and an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors 
downtown, with friends and family.  An additional 
“Thank You” goes out to all the Law Enforcement 
agencies, who assisted with keeping the parade route 
safe, for all who participated.  MPD’s, Sgt. Furst and 
Officer Becker did an outstanding job coordinating 
the LE personnel required for the event. 



Greetings, NW team members and Medford residents! 

Let the outdoor activities begin!  As the effects of the COVID pandemic continue to improve overall, many of us  

are ready to enjoy some normal life outside our homes.  In this month’s newsletter, we’ll begin a two part article       

focusing on home burglaries.  As summer approaches, many of us will also be spending more time away from our 

homes.  In this issue, we’ll discuss some of the common crime components of a home burglary, as it relates to a 

would-be criminal committing that crime.  Then, in the June newsletter, we’ll conclude with tips to help reduce the 

chance of our homes being burglarized.  

Although your MPD is highly trained in the field of crime prevention, it is still imperative that all citizens become 

crime conscious and implement security precautions that can significantly reduce criminal opportunities.  A        

concerted effort from all residents in Medford, combined with the services of law enforcement, can provide a     

viable team that can and will impact crime in a positive way, including home burglaries.   

                 BASIC CRIME COMPONENTS  

Let’s take a moment to consider three basic components that are typically present in a crime:  

(#1) An offender who is likely to commit a crime.  

(#2) An attractive target.  

(#3) No one watching the target.  

If we can remove just one of the three components, we will create the potential to prevent crime from happening 

in our neighborhoods.  Criminals will reason that they are probably not going to get caught and even if they do,  

they believe that committing the crime will benefit them far more than not committing the crime.  Let’s continue 

working toward changing a criminal’s idea regarding whether they can get away with neighborhood crime, by   

making it seem harder, riskier and less rewarding to commit a crime in the first place.  

            HOME BURGLARY AWARENESS  

Typically, home burglaries may seem random in occurrence but, in most cases they involve a selection process. 

Some burglars choose homes close to where they live.  On some occasions they may know the person living at   

the targeted residence.  Living near you, they may know your routine.  Others may target multiple homes in a   

specific geographical area, neighborhood, or block.  Burglars sometimes return to the residences they have        

previously burglarized and attempt to steal property that was left behind from the initial burglary, or any new  

property the owners may have obtained.  

Many burglaries occur during the daytime, when most people are away at work or school.  Most burglars do not   

target residences that appear occupied (lights on, vehicles in driveway, visible activity, audible noises, etc.).      

Burglars routinely ring doorbells to confirm a resident’s absence.  If someone answers the door, a burglar may say 

that he or she has made a mistake and that they are looking for a particular individual, or another nearby address.  

As always, if you observe a person acting suspiciously in your neighborhood, contact dispatch at 541-776-7206.  

When calling, be prepared to articulate what activity the person is engaged in, that makes him or her suspicious. 

             REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN OFFICERS  

During the 1830s, the idea of a centralized municipal police department emerged in the United States.  In 1838,  

the city of Boston established the first American police force.  The men and women who choose to become Law  

Enforcement Officers are sworn to protect and serve.  They are committed to defending, protecting and observing 

the constitutional rights of all Americans.  They are willing to look danger in the eye without hesitation and even   

lay down their lives to protect others.  The Police Officers of your Medford Police Department are no exception.   

On May 4th, 1963 President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation designating May 15th as “Peace Officers     

Memorial Day”.  In addition, President Kennedy also designated the calendar week of May 15th as “Police Week”. 

On behalf of your MPD, thank you for keeping your ear to the ground in your neighborhoods and, in our           

community. 

Todd Sales CSO #908, MPD 


