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I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and were able to enjoy some time with family and friends.  As I sit 

here looking out my office window, it is just beautiful.  The snow covered mountains, white roof tops, and all of 

the contrasting colors.  I love the cold, the snow, and this time of year.  That being said, when the weather 

changes, so should our driving.  A little snow or ice can impact every decision we make behind the wheel of a 

vehicle.  Under normal driving conditions, it can take 40 feet to stop at 20 mph, 120 feet at 40 mph, and 240  

feet at 60 mph.  In wet conditions, you should double your gaps between vehicles.  In snowy or icy conditions, 

those gaps should be significantly larger.   

There are differences in driving techniques as the weather changes as well.  If you encounter a problem in  

heavy rain, keep a firm grip on the wheel and calmly steer the direction you want the vehicle to go.  Ease off   

the accelerator and gently apply the brakes.  You do not want to accelerate or brake hard.  In snow and ice, the 

effectiveness of tires are dramatically reduced and that is why stopping distances are greatly increased.  In snow 

or ice, keep your speeds down and increase your distances between vehicles dramatically.  If you get in       

trouble, turn the vehicle into the direction of the slide, stay calm, and do not over correct. 

Be safe and have a wonderful 2022. 

Deputy Chief D.J. Graham 

The Rogue Valley was transformed into a winter wonderland, during the final stretch of 2021.  Your MPD worked diligently to              
respond to additional calls for service, due to a mysterious white substance on the roads….   Photo taken December 27, 2021.    
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Greetings and Happy New Year, to our NW team members and Medford Residents! 

As 2022 kicks off, many folks will begin making various resolutions, in an effort to get in better physical shape and 

even shed some of those extra pounds they may have been gifted with, over the holidays.  Medford is an amazing 

place to enjoy outdoor exercise, virtually year around.  However, as you are fully aware, our community is not   

insulated from crime.  If you follow us on Facebook, watch or read the news, or even listen to the Law              

Enforcement scanner channels, you know what we’re talking about.   

In addition to the patrol teams keeping watch over our city streets, your MPD continues to deploy the Livability 

team to patrol the downtown area, as well as our city parks and greenway.  

Although your MPD works diligently each day to provide increased safety throughout our city, you still need to        

implement your own personal safety practices.  Please consider the following annual, safety tips when exercising 

outdoors; while walking, jogging, hiking, cycling, etc., especially during the early morning and night hours:  

                        PERSONAL SAFETY  

●Know where you are at and where help can be accessed.  

●Know your start and end points and the precise path you are taking, before you depart.  

●Tell a friend or family member where you will be, the path you will be taking and how long you     
expect to be.  

●Always keep your eyes looking up, not at the ground.   

●If you are passing someone, make eye contact and stay confident.  Your posture can make all the 
difference in how you are perceived by a potential attacker.   

●If someone stops you to ask for the time, directions, etc., give them the information from a distance.  
DON’T look down at your watch.  Bring your arm up and maintain a safe sight picture.  DON’T begin 
searching for information on your cell phone for them, making you extremely vulnerable.  DON’T let 
them get near you or isolate you, no matter how friendly he or she appears.  

●When walking or jogging on the roadway, always travel against traffic and be observant of what is 
approaching you.  If you are out at night, wear reflective clothing, so drivers can see you.  DON’T   
approach a car that has stopped to converse with you, ask for directions, etc.  

●Listen to what is going on around you.  Listening to music can be distracting and will compromise 
your defense of hearing.  

●Do not go off the beaten path or explore unknown territory alone.  

●Take a cell phone and a whistle with you.  Some folks also carry pepper spray for protection.  

      KEEPING TRACK OF YOUR VALUABLES 

If anyone has obtained something of value over the Christmas holiday such as a bike, firearm, electronic device, 

power tool, etc., please remember to add the new item (s) to your “Valuables Inventory List”.  Record the make, 

model, serial number and take a photograph of the item.  If possible, mark the item (s) with an exclusive        

identification number, such as your driver’s license or Oregon ID number (Do not use your Social Security number).  

Keep your list in a safe and secure location.  If archiving the information on your computer, maintain a backup on  

a separate storage device, such as a thumb drive.  Should your computer ever crash or is stolen, you will still have 

a record of your valuable items.   

Bikes are a hot theft item, as you know.  If you own one, be sure to have it registered at MPD.  There’s two ways 

to get that taken care of.  You can visit your MPD at 219 S. Ivy Street to register it and obtain a serialized, bicycle 

license sticker to affix to the frame.  Or, for your convenience, visit the “City of Medford” website.  Click on the 

“Departments” icon.  In the drop down menu, select “Police”, then select “Divisions”, then select “Records” and  

finally, “Bicycle registration”.  Once you have filled out the form and have submitted it electronically, your MPD will 

process it and mail you the sticker to affix to your bike.  Either way, it’s free and only takes a few minutes.   

On behalf of MPD, thank you for your commitment to making our community safer in 2022.   CSO Sales MPD #908 

  


