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January 20, 2022  
6:00 P.M. 

Medford City Hall, Council Chambers 

411 W. 8th Street, Medford, Oregon 

 

 
The regular meeting of the Medford City Council was called to order at 6:01 p.m. in the Medford 

City Hall Council Chambers on the above date with the following members and staff present: 

 

Mayor Randy Sparacino; Councilors Clay Bearnson, Tim D’Alessandro, Alex Poythress, Sarah 

Spansail, Eric Stark, Kevin Stine, Michael Zarosinski (arrived at 6:10 p.m.); City Manager Brian 

Sjothun, City Attorney Eric Mitton, City Recorder Winnie Shepard; Councilor Chad Miller was absent. 

 

20. Recognitions, Community Group Reports 

 20.1 Employee Recognition – Bonnie Barasch  

  Public Works Technician Sam Williams and Police Sergeants Mark Cromwell and Tom 

Venables were recognized for 20 years of service.  Public Works Supervisor Patrick Percy 

was recognized as Employee of the Quarter and received his award.  

 

 20.2 Oregon Department of Transportation Semi-Annual Report – Gary Leaming  

  ODOT’s Public Information Officer Gary Leaming provided the semi-annual update. He 

updated the City Council on various road projects as outlined in the attached 

PowerPoint.  

 

30. Oral Requests and Communications from the Audience 

30.1 Pauline Igo submitted written comments opposing the prohibited camping ordinance.  

30.2 Brenden Binger submitted written comments opposing the prohibited camping 

ordinance.  

30.3 Mike Workman submitted written comments opposing the prohibited camping 

ordinance.  

30.4 Denise Steel submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.5 Rhiannon Hardesty submitted written comments opposing the design and location of 

the proposed Firestorm statue.  

 30.6 Mariel Court, Medford, submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.7 Michael Boehm submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  
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30.8 Sandra Phoenix submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.9 Kerri McGinnis submitted written comments opposing the location of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.10 Stephen Hannah submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.11 Missy Ellis submitted written comments requesting the City Council read a post on 

social media regarding the Firestorm statue.  

30.12 April More submitted written comments requesting the City Council spend the funds 

allotted to the Firestorm statue to provide services to the homeless.  

30.13 Amy Connolly submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.14 Mandy Capehart, Medford, submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.15 Jen Allen submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed Firestorm 

statue.  

30.16 Angela Windle submitted written comments opposing the proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.17 Courtney-Badger-Mack submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.18 Melissa Malm submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.19 Kirsten Arreguin submitted written comments opposing the proposed Firestorm 

statue.  

30.20 Maureen Soar submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.21 Patricia Anderson submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.22 Diane Reiling, Phoenix, submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.23 Nicolle Aleman submitted written comments opposing the proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.24 Gypsy Bartlett submitted written comments opposing the proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.25 Sarah Delong, Ashland, submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.26 Iris DeMello, Talent, submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.27 Amy Gunter submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.28 Shannon King submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.29 Deidre Krupp submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  
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30.30 Martha (no last name) submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.31 Diane Reiling, Phoenix, submitted written comments opposing the design of the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

30.32 Marcello Romano submitted written comments opposing the proposed Firestorm 

statue.  

30.33 Jessica Sanders submitted written comments opposing the design of the proposed 

Firestorm statue.  

30.34 Bob Shand, Medford, submitted written comments with questions and requests 

regarding ODOT’s semi-annual update to the City Council; he also submitted comments 

opposing the Rogue X facility.  

30.35 Linda Sturgeon submitted written comments requesting the City Council read a post 

on social media regarding the Firestorm statue.  

30.36 Lee Ann Thorson, Ashland, Gypsy Bartlett submitted written comments opposing the 

proposed Firestorm statue.  

 

40. Approval or Correction of the Minutes of the January 6, 2022 Regular Meeting 

 There being no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as presented. 

 

50. Consent Calendar  

 50.1 COUNCIL BILL 2022-05 

  A RESOLUTION appointing representatives to voting and non-voting positions as the 

City representatives on certain boards, councils, committees and commissions. 

 

 50.2 COUNCIL BILL 2022-06 

  AN ORDINANCE approving and authorizing execution of a three-year contract in the 

amount of $251,719.20 with CDW-Government, Inc. to provide disaster recovery 

solutions for the City’s data base infrastructure using the “iland Secure Cloud Platform 

Disaster Recovery as a Service (DRaaS).”    

  

 50.3 COUNCIL BILL 2022-07 

A RESOLUTION authorizing the City Manager or his designee to approve and submit a 

grant application as a co-applicant with Kid Time for an Economic Development 

Administration Competitive Tourism Grant to construct phase two of outdoor facility 

improvements at the Carnegie Building property.  

 

Motion:  Approve the consent calendar.  

Moved by: Kevin Stine  Seconded by: Sarah Spansail 

Roll call:  Councilors Bearnson, D’Alessandro, Poythress, Spansail, Stark, Stine, and Zarosinski 

voted yes. 

Motion carried and so ordered. Council Bills 2022-05, 2022-06 and 2022-07 were approved.  
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60. Items Removed from Consent Calendar 

 None. 

 

70. Ordinances and Resolutions 

 70.1 COUNCIL BILL 2022-08 

  A RESOLUTION approving and adopting the Medford 2040 Vision and Action Plan as 

recommended by the Medford 2040 Vision Taskforce. 

 

City Manager Brian Sjothun and the Vice Chair of Medford 2040 Vision Task Force, 

Christina Medina, reported on the task force’s goals, achievements, duties and member 

involvement to finalize the Medford 2040 Vision and Action Plan. The Plan will be 

reviewed continuously and updated as needed.  

 

A Vision Implementation Committee will be created; appointments will be considered 

by the Mayor and City Councilors in February or March of 2022.  

 

Motion:  Approve the resolution.  

Moved by: Tim D’Alessandro  Seconded by: Kevin Stine 

 

Councilors appreciated the work and dedication of staff and community members to bring 

this plan to fruition.  

 

Roll call:  Councilors Bearnson, D’Alessandro, Poythress, Spansail, Stark, Stine, and Zarosinski 

voted yes. 

Motion carried and so ordered. Council Bill 2021-08 was approved.  

 

 70.2 COUNCIL BILL 2022-09 

  AN ORDINANCE approving and authorizing execution of a Guaranteed Maximum Price 

(GMP) amendment to the CM/GC contract with Pence Construction for the Rogue Credit 

Union Community Complex in the amount of $66,712,536. 

 

Parks, Recreation and Facilities Director Rich Rosenthal presented the staff report. (See 

attached PowerPoint.) Although the initial construction cost is higher than anticipated, 

the overall debt service expense is lower than original estimates.   

 

Corey Loomis explained that the GMP is based on quotes and bids based on November 

2021 construction documents. Throughout the CM/GC process, contractors and the 

project team will continue to actively determine and implement cost savings measures. 

 

Over the next few months, a management plan will be developed that will help 

determine program fees and charges. At this time, the project has a 5% contingency.  
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Motion:  Approve the ordinance.  

Moved by: Kevin Stine   Seconded by: Alex Poythress 

 

Councilor Zarosinski noted that he had previously voted against funding because of potential 

cost increases identified in March of 2021. He clarified that he supported the Rogue X project, 

but disagreed with leveraging other park projects to cover a shortfall on this facility.  

 

There are a variety of factors involved in determining whether this contract will return to the 

City Council.  

 

Roll call:  Councilors Bearnson, D’Alessandro, Poythress, Spansail, Stark, and Stine voted yes; 

Councilor Zarosinski abstained. Motion carried and so ordered. Council Bill 2022-09 was 

approved.  

 

 

 70.3 COUNCIL BILL 2022-10 

   AN ORDINANCE authorizing payment in the total amount of $437,047.19 to Dan/Steve 

Holdings, LLC for Street System Development Charge credits resulting from dedication 

of street right-of-way and street construction on Juanipero Way and Coal Mine Road 

built as a condition of approval for Horse Arena Subdivision Phase 2. 

 

Motion:  Approve the ordinance.  

Moved by:  Tim D’Alessandro Seconded by:  Sarah Spansail  

Roll call:  Councilors Bearnson, D’Alessandro, Poythress, Spansail, Stark, Stine, and Zarosinski 

voted yes. 

Motion carried and so ordered. Council Bill 2022-10 was approved.  

 

80. Public Hearings 

 80.1  COUNCIL BILL 2021-131 – CONTINUED FROM DECEMBER 16, 2021 

  AN ORDINANCE amending sections 10.427, 10.428, 10.429, 10.430, 10.430B, 10.442, 

10.463, 10.466, 10.743, and 10.780 of the Medford Municipal Code, and adding section 

10.452A, pertaining to street design cross sections and other transportation related 

topics. (DCA-21-194) 

  

Principal Planner Carla Paladino presented the staff report outlining the proposed 

standards for planter strips. (See PowerPoint attached.) 

 

Public hearing opened.  

 No written comments were noted for the record. No one spoke.  

Public hearing closed. 
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Motion:  Approve the ordinance.  

Moved by: Alex Poythress  Seconded by:  Tim D’Alessandro 

Roll call:  Councilors Bearnson, D’Alessandro, Poythress, Spansail, Stark, Stine, and Zarosinski 

voted yes. 

Motion carried and so ordered. Council Bill 2021-131 was approved.  

 

90. Council Business 

 90.1 Proclamations issued 

Mayor Sparacino issued a proclamation acknowledging Medford School Choice Week. 

 

 90.2 Committee Reports and Communications 

  a. Council Officers Update 

Councilor Stine noted vacancies on the Community Services and Development 

Commission, the Unified Appeal Board and other Boards and Commissions 

vacancies are outlined on the City’s website.   

 

There were no objections to Building staff providing recommendations for the 

vacancy on the Unified Appeal Board.  

 

Motion: Direct staff to develop a work program for the City of Medford to actively determine 

ways to support additional and improved mental health services and present that work 

program for Council’s consideration during the March 24, 2022 study session. 

Moved by:  Alex Poythress Seconded by: Kevin Stine 

 

Councilor Poythress voiced concerns with our current mental health services and would like 

staff to determine how the City can encourage, improve and increase contributions to mental 

health services in Medford. 

 

Councilors discussed the topic. Financial, community and staffing concerns were voiced. 

Mayor Sparacino and Councilors recommended an assessment to determine the cost of 

providing needed services.  

 

The City’s lobbyist continues to actively pursue potential funding sources, and the Homeless 

System Action Plan has completed a portion of this work.  

 

Roll call:  Councilors Bearnson, D’Alessandro, Poythress, Spansail, Stark, Stine, and Zarosinski 

voted yes. 

Motion carried and so ordered.  

 

  b. Committee Reports  

None.  

 



City Council Minutes 
January 20, 2022 

Page 7 of 7 

100. City Manager and Staff Reports

100.1 Sports Park Economic Impact Report – Rich Rosenthal

Mr. Rosenthal presented the  14th annual report. (See PowerPoint attached.) The 

interest in youth baseball and other field sports continues to increase. The demand for 

fields has subsequently increased; all fields are consistently booked, with a waiting list 

for openings.   

The park promotes healthy activity for Medford residents and citizens throughout 

southern Oregon, while simultaneously improving our economy through tourism.  

The new naming rights agreement expires in five years; updated signage is beginning 

to be posted in the area. 

110. Adjournment

There being no further business, this Council meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

The City Recorder maintains a recording of these proceedings with the agenda, minutes and 

documentation associated with this meeting. 

Winnie Shepard, CMC 

City Recorder 

Attachments 

20.2 ODOT Update PowerPoint 

70.2 Pence contract PowerPoint 

80.1 Code amendment PowerPoint 

100.1 Sports Park Economic Impact Report 



City of Medford ODOT Brief - January 2022

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening, Mayor and Council: Update you on Medford and Rogue Valley area projects in the coming year.



Highways/Special Programs
$1 billion in additional 

funding over 5 years– a  
38% increase

Public Transportation
$200 million in additional 
funding over 5 years– a 

35% increase

Oregon Transportation Funding Under IIJAg

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speaking briefly about the recently passed IIJA – Infrastructure Investment Jobs Act:$1B in additional funding over 5 years for Highway/Special Programs$200M in additional funds for public transit.  #



Local Programs

$200 million in additional funding for 
cities, counties, and metropolitan 
planning organizations for safety, 
bicycle/pedestrian, bridge, and other 
community priorities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
$200M in additional funding for cities, counties, MPOs for Safety/Bike Ped/Bridge.OTC is meeting through spring taking input on what that breakdown will be…. 



2022 - Medford Area Projects

• OR 62: ITS - Message Boards & Cameras
• Oregon 140: Exit 35 to Blackwell
• Oregon 99: Coleman Creek Culvert
• Seismic Resiliency projects – continuing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Snapshot of local ODOT Projects in 2022:OR 62 Corridor/RV Expressway: ITS projectRealignment and Widing of OR 140 from I-5 to Blackwell RoadOR 99: Coleman Creek Culvert Replacement, and:Continuing our Seismic Resiliency projects, east of White City.



Foothill Road 
Mega Corridor

Bids November 2022 
Construction in 2023

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First up: Medford Mega Corridor project is on track to bid this November with construction a year from now. (Know you’ve been appraised of its progress by Mr. Vial).



Oregon 62/Rogue Valley Expressway: 
Cameras and Electronic Signs

Three VMS and four new Tripcheck Cameras

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OR 62/ RV Expessway Corridor we’re adding three new VMS and four new Tripcheck cameras for improved traffic operations and driver information, Adds to the existing two cameras – actually 3 if include the one at 62/Poplar-Bullock.This is important in case of crashes/closures/incidents in the corridor – and for notifying the public farther away if there are closures/incidents on OR 140 or OR230/138E.Working north to south. Will finish in September.



OR 140: Exit 35 to 
Blackwell Road

February Start

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next month, contractor will begin some of the initial work realigning/widening a narrow portion of old Blackwell Road, now OR 140 from the interstate to where Blackwell turns toward Gold Hill.Wider shoulders will be helpful and multi-use path will be constructed on east side that will connect with Dean Creek Rod. To the tunnel at Blackwell/Kirkland Rds.



OR 99: Coleman Creek Culvert  - February start

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just north of Phoenix, another contractor will begin in February removing the failing old culvert at Coleman Creek. That will pinch traffic to a single lane in each direction as that improvement is built.New sidewalks/bikelanes, and better flows for Coleman Creek to reduce erosion and will open a large area of Coleman Creek to anadramous fish.



Southern Oregon Seismic Triage -
Bridges

• Bridges: first bridges complete 
• I-5 Leland Road Bridges- Sunny Valley

• Bundle #1: bridges in construction on I-5
• Glendale Exit 80 (complete), 
• N. Grants Pass Exit 58,  Hillcrest Road

• Bundle #2: early 2022 construction:
• 4 OR 140 Bridges, 1 Bridge in Douglas Co. on 

Del Rio Road
• Bundle #3: late 2023

• Rogue River Highway - replace 3 bridges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally – Our second bridge bundle kicked off this month east of White City. Part of the Seismic Resiliency projects funded by HB 2017.  Strengthens four bridges on OR 140, (Lick, Schoolhouse Creeks, Little Butte Creek, Butte Creek) and another in Douglas County on Del Rio Road over Sutherlin Creek.Again, doing the work now will help our region recover/stay connected after a major earthquake.Contractor currently working on the Exit 58 bridges under I-5 at the north Grants Pass exit.



THANK YOU!!



Guaranteed
Maximum Price 

Amendment



Requested Action
• Approval of Guaranteed Maximum Price 

amendment to the CM/GC contract with Pence 

Construction for $66,712,536, including notice 

to proceed.

• Critical step for construction of the Rogue Credit 

Union Community Complex (Rogue X).



Project Scoreboard
Approved Project Funding $65,500,000

Pence Construction Base GMP $65,984,285

Add back outdoor splash pad 728,251

GMP TOTAL $66,712,536

Owner-Responsibility Expenses 9,068,500

TOTAL PROJECT COST $75,781,036

Additional Funding Needed $10,281,036



Key Facts
• Originally planned recreational spaces can be 

built without additional taxes, fees or charges 

to residents.

• Construction cost is higher, but debt service is 

lower than original estimates. 



Next Steps
• Assuming Jan. 20 notice to proceed

• Sub-contracts issued by Pence starting Jan. 21

• GMP “reconciliation” based on 100% 

construction drawings March 2022

• Above-ground construction starts in April 2022

• Rogue X opens by September 2023

• Operations plan, program prices – Summer 2022



Suggested Motion
• I move to approve the ordinance as presented. 



That’s All
For Now.



Cross Sections & other 
Transportation 

Changes
DCA-21-194

City Council  
January 20, 2022

(continued from 10/21/21, 11/18/2021, 12/16/2021)

Carla Angeli Paladino, Principal Planner



Presentation Overview

• Proposal Summary  

• Background

• Key Code Changes 

• Requested City Council Action 



Proposal Summary

Amend various code provisions related to 
Street Cross Sections, Landscaping and other 
Transportation Related Items in Chapter 10



Background

10/21/2021: Topic presented and discussed; Public 
hearing opened; Item continued
Changes correspond to Project CP-21-193 (Ord. 
No. 2021-128)

11/18/2021: Item continued

12/10/2021: Staff and Councilors D’Alessandro and 
Poythress met to discuss planter strip 
provisions; Staff updated proposal

12/16/2021: Item continued



Authority & Criteria 10.218
Type IV Legislative Amendment

Criteria: 
1) Explanation of the public benefit of the amendment

2a) Conformity with goals & policies of the Comprehensive 
Plan considered relevant to the decision

2b) Comments from applicable referral agencies regarding 
applicable statutes or regulations

2c) Public comments

2d) Applicable governmental agencies



Existing Code

• Transportation System 
Plan (Dec. 2018)

• Revised Cross Sections 
Adopted into Municipal 
Code (May 2019)



Reason for Changes
• Development is 

implementing cross 
section with separated 
bicycle facilities

• Questions being raised 
about the area behind the 
curb line

• Staff began discussions to 
update the cross sections 



Key Revisions
• Update specified cross sections

• Clarify Landscaping Requirements

• Revise other misc. information 



Major Arterial Cross Section
with Separated Bicycle Facilities



Minor Arterial Cross Section
with Separated Bicycle Facilities 



Minor Collector Cross Section 



Residential Lane Cross Section



Landscaping Provisions
• Clarify Center Median 

Landscaping is optional

• Require Planter Strips 
to be planted & 
irrigated with Land Use 
Actions



Planter Strip Provisions
• Created Section 10.452A

– Updated the Applicability Section & 
tied directly to approval of land use 
actions

• Language reviewed by  
Internal Agencies & revised  

• Updates are more 
comprehensive 

Planter Strip Plan 
Required

Plan Details

Installation & 
Security

Maintenance



Other Miscellaneous Changes
Traffic Control Devices
• Revise the date for the 

manual

Accessway Design
• Remove pedestrian 

scale lighting 
specifications

• Allow removable 
bollards but don’t 
require them 

Photo Credits: www.tapconet.com & www.1800bollards.com



Public Comments

• Proposal sent to Email Group

• Held Land Development 
Committee Mtg.

• No comments received to date



PC Recommendation

Voted 7-0 in favor of the amendments



Recommended Action 

Approve the Ordinance as presented



THANK
YOU

City of Medford | Planning
411 W. 8th Street, Medford, OR 97501



Recommended Motion

I move to approve the Ordinance as 
presented 



Agency/Commission 
Coordination

• Worked closely with Engineering –
Transportation Division, Parks & Recreation, 
and Fire Department  

• Official “No Comments” Memos from Building 
and Engineering received

• Fire Department Memo (Exhibit B)

• Transportation Commission forwarded 
favorable recommendation on 9/22/2021



Lithia & Driveway 
Fields 

2021
Economic Impact 

Report



Participation Statistics
Category 2021 Since 

2008

Tournaments/Events 45 561

Park Visitors 211,537 2,632,819

Games 5,000 59,500

Tournament Teams 1,645 19,036

Local Teams 794 9,294

Visiting Teams 851 9,742



Economic Impact

Category 2021 Since 2008

Visitor Spending $5.5 million $57.8 million

Total Spending $7 million $72.6 million

Overall Stimulus $13 million $134 million

Construction cost: $32.5 million



They Make It Happen
Recreation Division

• Jesse Nyberg, Recreation Supt.

• Chris Shaull, Recreation Supervisor

• Chuck Hanson, Recreation Coordinator (retired)

• Daniel Ghelfi, Recreation Coordinator

• Steven Tate, Recreation Coordinator

• Part-time staff



They Make It Happen
Park Maintenance Division

• Tim Stevens, Assistant Director

• Travis Wyant, Park Supervisor

• Stryder Scofield, Park Technician

• Levi Clyburn, Park Worker

• Chris Painter, Park Worker

• Seasonal Employees



They Make It Happen
Customer Service Staff

• Jennifer Sparacino, Office Administrator

• Ashley Davenport, Supervisor

• Sarah Carole

• Charline Hughes

• Ashlee Sisk







That’s All
For Now.
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Public Comments                30.1

From: Paulline IGO 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:00 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Stop tent sweep

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Please stop tent sweep. Criminalizing survival is inhumane! Please, I beg you have some basic compassion.  
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Public Comments               30.2

From: Brendan Binger <brendan@quarry.team
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 9:47 AM
To: Public Comments
Cc: sen.jeffgolden@oregonlegislature.gov
Subject: Comments on City of Medford unhoused policies

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Hello there, 

Writing to express my desires around policy towards the unhoused community in Medford. 

Please rollback the tent ban, for one. It is inhumane to illegalize tents for our neighbors who may have no 
other choice than to sleep outdoors during a) the extreme weather that we've been facing this winter and b) 
covid once again spreading rapidly in our area and through our communities. (especially vulnerable 
communities like the unhoused) Please stop criminalizing survival.  

Please stop sweeping our unhoused neighbors, stripping them of their possessions, and putting them behind bars 
for doing their best to survive. 

As a Medford home owner, I, for one, wish to see our unhoused neighbors treated with dignity, respect and 
the humanity that they deserve. Please, please, write and shape City of Medford policy with this in mind. 

Lastly, I would also urge the City of Medford to explore and research the compelling results of Housing First as 
policy towards unhoused populations. Evidence shows that this leads to better outcomes for unhoused 
individuals at a lower cost to tax payers. I would personally eagerly advocate for the development of 
additional affordable and subsidized housing in Medford for a housing first program. 

Thank you for attention and for your service to our community. 

All the best, 
-Brendan

BRENDAN BINGER / Founder

quarry.team  /  brendan@quarry.team
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Public Comments                30.3

From: Mike Workman 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 12:32 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Shame on you for treatment of houseless

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Our city continues to fail to provide any assistance to houseless people. It fails to provide shelter as people die 
of hypothermia. Our city continues to allow the displacement of poor people who have no where to go while 
covid outbreaks are on the rise and causing shelters to quarantine.  
    More people will die and that seems to be what you want. Most of our police and city officials seem to want 
houseless people to either die or disappear.  
    If that's not what you want, if you give a shit and have basic empathy than please say something and take a 
stand and help stop the sweeps. I doubt you will do more than make some lousy statement at most. But I wish 
for a better world and so I waste my time with writing to you.  
Please think about how our livability team is made from cops who have been demoted from their previous 
duties. They treat houseless folk with aggression and intimidation. They lack decency and self control and yet 
they are the first to show up at the encampments of the poorest most vulnerable people in our community.  
You have the ability to decrease suffering in our community to some extent. Get your greedy minds off 
increasing revenue or whatever else and start to show people that this isn't a city that just wants houseless 
people to die or disappear. You all should be so ashamed. Shame shame shame on you all. You will be shamed. 
You will feel shamed. SHAME on you. Feel it. Learn to accept the shame you have put on yourself. 
Sincerely, a southern oregon business owner and community member. 
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Public Comments               30.4

From: Denise Steele 
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 11:33 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm Statue

&lt;EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly**&gt; 

 I understand that art is in the eye of the beholder, but this is an objectively terrible sculpture to 
commemorate a fire that destroyed a city. It’s insensitive at best; at worst it’s a disrespectful and 
unnecessary display that would be better if it did not exist at all. Twenty feet high? That lights up 
at night with the intention of resembling fire? Around what appear to be skeletons? One look at 
this monstrosity should have evoked a hard pass. To think that people on the city council saw 
this mock-up and didn’t immediately smash it is honestly baffling to me. 

Please reconsider erecting this monstrosity and perhaps divert the funds to a statue that isn’t so 
tone-deaf. Maybe the next one could be made by an artist not related to anyone in our local 
government. That part of the whole deal seems shady, too.  

SKELETONS ON FIRE.  
Really? That’s the plan? 
Yikes.  
Come on, guys.  

- Denise
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Public Comments               30.5

From: Rhiannon Hardesty 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:59 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm Statue

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

To whom is may concern, 

As a Southern Oregon resident and downtown business owner I am horrified that this statue is planned to be 
installed. The whole concept of what looks like burning skeletons will be traumatizing to the actual victims of 
the fire.  

At this time we still have unhoused victims. Could the funds that the city is planning on contributing be spent in 
an actual helpful way? If the funds must be used for an art installation could it not be some sort of welcoming 
thing for people to come together? Not faux flames that will be seen from the freeway.  

I am confused as to why this is even planned to go in Medford, when the fires didn't take place in Medford. It 
seems like Talent or Phoenix would be a much better place to have a memorial art piece. Was that considered, 
or did they reject this? If an art installation needs to be placed in Medford, why would you not use a local artist? 
Instead of a former resident and relative of a City Employee? How was this artist chosen for this project? 

I would ask that you rethink installing this. I love art and would love to add more to the downtown area, making 
it more inviting for people. This is not it.  

Warmly, 
Rhiannon Hardesty 
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Public Comments                    30.6

From: M C 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:33 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm

&lt;EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly**&gt; 

I have lived in Medford 34 of my 38 years. I own a business here and I’ve started a family here. I 
love it and I don’t ever plan on leaving. 

When I read the Mail Tribune’s article about the statue I was immediately struck with horror. I 
was one of the fortunate ones who did not lose my home, animals, business, or loved ones but 
the Almeda fire still had a huge impact on my life. It impacted everyone. 

I believe this statue is not the best way to memorialize the people who were lost or to celebrate 
the way our community came together to support our loved ones, neighbors, and complete 
strangers. I believe this image is going to be extremely upsetting and triggering to many people. 
If I had lost a loved one I certainly would be horrified to see them memorialized in this way- to 
have a constant reminder that they died a horrific  death in fire. This is not honoring to them. 
Can’t we do something that is more uplifting and celebrates the way our community banded 
together? 

This statue will absolutely garner lots of media attention. To see this 20’ statue of people lit in 
flames is sure to get Medford noticed. Is this really what we want people to say about our city 
and community though? I’d rather live in a community that we are going to remember and 
celebrate the good. People opened their homes to strangers, donated food/ clothing/ furniture, 
donated money and time to help look for pets who were lost, volunteered at Living Waters 
church that was a huge facilitator of donations. I personally am bi lingual and helped Spanish 
speaking families and we housed a family for a while. even my young children helped where 
they could and learned a lot about helping those around us in need. This is what I would love 
our beautiful city to be remembered by. This is what I would want people to talk about when 
they see a giant statue from the freeway.  

Please rethink this statue and come up with a better way to memorialize the lost. Please.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Mariel Court 
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Public Comments               30.7

From: Michael Boehm 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:12 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: “Firestorm” Statue

&lt;EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly**&gt; 

Good morning… 

I’ve see photos of the allegedly approved statue commemorating the Alameda Fire that has been 
named “Firestorm”.  I have to say that this alleged proposal is completely atrocious.  It appears 
very little thought was put into its development and would offend much more than it would 
commemorate.  Please, reconsider this and do better in designing an appropriate design.  

Thank you… 
Michael Boehm 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Public Comments               30.8

From: Sandra Phoenix 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:52 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm Sculpture

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

This nightmare provoking "sculpture" does nothing to honor us Almeda Fire Survivors. The 75,000 would be 
better used to help those still homeless from the fire, or go to improve emergency services. If a monument is 
desired, a fountain or park space would be a better choice. Many of us suffer from PTSD from our experiences 
of 9-8-2020... Robot looking people with no heads in front of flames is downright creepy to us and would 
represent yet another painful reminder of the horrors of that day! Please don't do this! 

I invite you to read my book if you would like a fist-hand account of what it means to go through a fire and 
loose everything... It might help you understand and make a more sensitive choice. 

Sandra Phoenix  
Author of "Firestorm 2020"  
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Public Comments               30.8

From: Sandra Phoenix 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:32 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Re: Firestorm Sculpture

Thank you, city council members, for listening and responding to us fire survivors. I'm sure with your continued 
support and sensitivity to our community, we will all work together to develop the desired monument that 
accomplishes a strong statement, and yet provides for us fire survivors the much needed embrace of healing. 

Sandra Phoenix  

On Thu, Jan 13, 2022, 3:31 PM Public Comments <publiccomments@cityofmedford.org> wrote: 

Thank you for your comments.  We value your input.  Your message has been shared with the Mayor, all City 
Councilors and appropriate City staff.   

Your comments will be noted for the record during the next Council meeting. 

Thank you, 

City Recorder’s Office 

City of Medford, Oregon 

411 West 8th Street, Medford, OR  97501 

Ph: (541) 774-2017 

From: Sandra Phoenix [mailto:toadstone57@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:52 AM 
To: Public Comments <publiccomments@cityofmedford.org> 
Subject: Firestorm Sculpture 

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 
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This nightmare provoking "sculpture" does nothing to honor us Almeda Fire Survivors. The 75,000 would be 
better used to help those still homeless from the fire, or go to improve emergency services. If a monument is 
desired, a fountain or park space would be a better choice. Many of us suffer from PTSD from our experiences 
of 9-8-2020... Robot looking people with no heads in front of flames is downright creepy to us and would 
represent yet another painful reminder of the horrors of that day! Please don't do this! 

  

I invite you to read my book if you would like a fist-hand account of what it means to go through a fire and 
loose everything... It might help you understand and make a more sensitive choice. 

  

Sandra Phoenix  

Author of "Firestorm 2020"  
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Public Comments               30.9

From: Kerri McGinnis 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:59 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm 

&lt;EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly**&gt; 

Hello, 
Although I appreciate art and artists immensely, I do not think this piece being installed where it 
is visible to all will be at all healing to the valley and its fire victims. It is a reminder of the lives 
lost during that horrible time, with no acknowledgement of the struggle of the community trying 
to come together. Children will be asking why there is a big statue of burning people, and no 
one, least of all the fire victims, are going to be able to explain that.  
Additionally, this shrieks of nepotism. Perhaps a solution would be to have many local artists 
offer up their idea of an adequate tribute and then allow the community to vote on what they 
think might be a representative piece. As it stands, I truly believe this piece could be harmful to 
the community. Thanks for your time. 
Kerri McGinnis  
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Public Comments              30.11

From: stephen hannah 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 7:36 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm memorial

&lt;EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly**&gt; 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Dear City if Medford, 

 I have recently seen the designs for the Almeda fire memorial. I adore the thought of 
memorializing this event, however I (and many) have our concerns. 

With all due respect to the artist, representing a tragic and traumatizing event, but doing so with 
a headless 20’ skeleton like figure on fire seems rather inappropriate to represent and keep such 
a traumatizing event in our collective memories.  

Additionally at the price of $75,000 ($33k of which the city of Medford will contribute) it seems 
like a rather pricey expense when so many are STILL struggling with homelessness, post-fire 
affects, and a housing shortage to boot. Also, I highly doubt that $33K out of the cities budget 
WILL NOT be recouped by increasing taxes the following year, further burdening the very people 
this memorial is meant to represent and commemorate.  

The artist is also related to the current City building safety inspector which seems like a conflict 
of interest. What safeguards does the city have to ensure that such conflict of interest does not 
influence decisions made by the City? 

Not only will this statue be large but also will be placed in the city not affected by this event as 
much as the Phoenix/Talent communities. Would it not be wiser to place this memorial closer to 
the communities affected most by this tragic event? 

I would propose to focus money and efforts on providing affordable housing for the victims, 
rebuilding the lost parts of the community, setting up a free trauma service for the victims, 
erecting a memorial LATER of the community’s choosing, and the location, involve the affected 
community as much as possible (volunteers from the community perhaps) and by an artist 
chosen by the community one not related to a current city employee.  

It seems like the money could be better allocated and towards better efforts to rebuild the 
community BEFORE we erect statue to commemorate an event that is still vivid in so many 
peoples memory and who are still struggling with the fire’s affects. I believe the City of Medford 
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could do better on this project and at a later time when there isn’t so much work to be done to 
rebuild and stabilize our outrageous housing market. 

I urge the city to pause this project, put it to vote by the community affected by the Almeda Fire, 
refocus efforts to provide affordable housing, and involve the community more in the selection 
of the art, memorial, and the artist to represent THEIR collective trauma. 

Thank you for all your work to care for our community and for putting your communities first in 
your decisions and considerations.  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Public Comments             10.11

From: Missy Ellis 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 7:49 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Almeda Fire - Please read all these comments before meeting today and possibly at 

the meeting.

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

https://www.facebook.com/mailtribune/posts/10158675853908511?comment_id=10158676723743511&repl
y_comment_id=10158676736843511&notif_id=1642048521526763&notif_t=comment_mention&ref=notif 

Mail Tribune 
The 20-foot structure intended to honor Almeda fire victims will be 
erected at the corner of Fifth and Riverside. To stay up-to-date every 
day, subscribe to the Mail Tribune: https://bit.ly/3koNrM7 

www.facebook.com 

Thank you for considering all perspectives, 

Missy Ellis 
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Public Comments              30.12

From: April More 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 8:12 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm statue

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

This statue is hideous. Horrifying.  

After Medford cops kicked newly homeless fire victims out of Hawthorn Park with nowhere to go, and FEMA 
rejected so many applications for assistance, housing became scarce and prices skyrocketed, victims were 
homeless for months. Some are still homeless. 

If you must spend other people's money frivolously, why not establish a legitimate homeless camp where they 
are allowed to be without harassment instead? 
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Public Comments              30.13

From: Amy Connolly 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 8:40 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Proposed Statue 

&lt;EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly**&gt; 

The proposed “artwork” statue that was released is absolutely atrocious. That is not something 
we want in our city. I’m not saying a memorial of some sort should be erected but it needs to 
represent the community in which it is dedicated to. By using someone not from this area but 
because he is related to someone here who has ties to the city council and the fact that this is 
just happening and not being voted on by the community is a slap in the face to those who 
suffered losses. We voted on mural designs for downtown maybe not an official ballot but we all 
got a say in it. This community came together to help those misplaced and those who lost 
everything. The burned out van that was painted in the aftermath in Phoenix by someone whose 
parents still live in the area and was from here was a better tribute and a more beautiful one 
then this proposed “art”  
Making it look like skeletons dancing in the flames is not a tribute. More like something out of a 
horror movie maybe. And the amount of money proposed to spend on this is project tells me we 
need better leadership in this community.  
Thank you for your time.  
- Amy Connolly

Sent from my iPhone 
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Public Comments              30.14

From: Mandy Capehart 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 9:49 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: "Firestorm" art installation must be prevented

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Dear City Council members, 

I am a 20+ year resident of the Rogue Valley and I am interested in your rationale behind council support and 
funding for the “Firestorm” art installation design slated for placement in Spring 2022. 

The design itself is the issue. I know others have raised concerns about the artist’s connection to the city, how 
funds were approved, and location. But as a certified grief coach and mental wellness professional in our valley, 
I am highly attuned to the fact that our valley is reeling daily from ongoing trauma and loss over the Alameda 
(Almeda) Fire. 

Many of my clients are direct survivors, having lost their homes and livelihoods to the fire itself. Others are 
family members, evacuees, and simply neighbors trying to navigate how to hold space for and support those in 
pain from the trauma of loss. 

Installing a statue designed to look like bodies surrounded by fire demonstrates a total lack of grief literacy. To 
be unaware of how such a design would cause additional harm is not necessarily the fault of the 
council. However, it does appear that very few (if any) local residents, fire survivors, or mental health 
professionals were consulted in the approval process for this installation, despite the council stating this would 
help the city reach goals of improving “Community Health.” There are many more implications the design 
of this statue will have on overall wellness in the valley, and I'm sure you are going to hear about it 
from others as well. Please know this is not the way our valley wants to represent, support, or commemorate 
the loss of life, property, and security in our town. 

Respectfully, 

Mandy Capehart 

Ward 1 
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Public Comments              30.15

From: jen@2hawk.wine
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 9:56 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm statue

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Hello Medford City Council and other City Officials. I am writing today to express my thoughts in regards to the proposed 
Firestorm statue that is planned to be erected in downtown Medford. I feel that the proposed statue is grotesque and 
truly a horrid and unbelievably insensitive design concept. While I did not lose a loved one in the Almeda Fire, it’s not a 
far stretch of the imagination to know I absolutely would not want to see a representation of them being burned over 
and over again every time I drive downtown or on I‐5. This concept is abhorrent! Why not memorialize one of, if not the 
most tragic events in Rogue Valley history with something more positive? Something that symbolizes the way our 
community instantly came together to help each other? Something that gives tribute to the way there was overnight 
such an excess of clothing and supplies for those who lost their homes that local organizations collecting and distributing 
them eventually had to start turning things away? Something that reminds us how so many local small businesses, 
including my own, when we had already been hit so hard by Covid shutdowns and lack of staffing due to unemployment 
benefits being a more appealing option, how we ran fundraisers and gave away considerable amounts of money? My 
business alone donated just shy of $10,000 to the fire victims fund at United Way and I know there were many other 
businesses that also made large financial contributions to funds and organizations to help victims who had lost their 
homes. These acts of kindness and helping thy neighbors is what we should be memorializing. That is what is ultimately 
important in life and what we should be striving to remind each other of every day. 

Additionally, choosing an out‐of‐state artist to create whatever statue comes to be seems inappropriate. Shouldn’t we 
be supporting a more local artist, not just one who grew up here but hasn’t lived here for decades? Not to mention that 
it seems highly nepotistic to grant this job to the brother of a city official. 

All in all, I beg of you to reconsider the direction of this project before it’s too late. You can do better and you owe it to 
the citizens of this valley to do better. 

Sincerely, 
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Public Comments              30.16

From: Angela Windle
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:04 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Grotesque Statue

I have lived here all my life and was pregnant when the Almeda fires happened.  I was crying 
quite often and had never been so scared to lose everything in all my life.  I cried when my 
family and I had to evacuate and cried even harder when a lot of my family members lost 
EVERYTHING!  From having a roof over their heads to being homeless.  Luckily all of my family 
survived this horrible incident but others were not so lucky.  Seeing this statue DAILY would be 
horrifying to say the least to so many people here.  There are many people still having a hard 
time with the devastation along with Covid, we just don’t need anything more to be a constant 
reminder of such a horrific time in our valley.  I beg of you not to let this statue be a staple of our 
cities and lives! 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Public Comments              30.17

From: Courtney Badger-Mack 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:12 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Artwork for Alameda - complaint

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

To whom it may concern,  

The artwork that is being suggested in Medford to memorialize the Alameda fires is completely distasteful. 
Why would people who ran for their lives want to see a 20' statue that looks like people are on fire?  
Plus, to pay $75k for a disrespectful piece of "art" in a community where so many homes burned is a slap in the 
face to those who are still struggling. 
And last but not least. It isn't even being installed in the area that was actually stuck by the fires. Anything to 
memorialize it should be placed in Talent or Phoenix, not just a publicity stunt to see from I-5. 
Very saddened by this depiction of fear and loss of our community for all to see.  

Courtney Badger-Mack 
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Public Comments              30.18

From: Melissa Malm 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:11 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm Statue needs some more consideration

While I think it's a great idea to commemorate the Almeda fire in some way, and I love public art, this project feels like it needs a bit 
more consideration before going ahead with it. 

From the description I have read in the paper, it sounds like it is supposed to look like skeletal figures in front of a burning building, 
even including lighting that evokes flames. 

Have you talked to people who survived this horrible tragedy, some fleeing for their lives, many losing everything? 

I can only imagine that this sculpture will do the opposite of the artist's stated intent, which is to honor the survivors. It sounds like it 
will trigger the survivors of the area, bringing back to mind the horrors of that moment rather than the strength and community that 
has been needed to make it from day to day after the event. I can't imagine being reminded of the terrors of that day and night 
whenever I drove on the freeway. 

Please think again before approving this project. Please don't harm people by installing this triggering artwork. Please get more 
community input from the people who actually were here for this event, to see how they would want the Almeda Fire and its survivors 
to be empowered and remembered. 

Thank you, 

-- 
Melissa Malm 
pronouns: she/her/hers 
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Public Comments              30.19

From: Kirsten Arreguin 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: firestorm

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Regarding the proposed art installation on 5th & Riverside. 

I saw the prototype, it's completely inappropriate and insensitive for  
Almeda fire victims. It's not right to trigger fire survivors, who will drive by and see this representation of 
headless skeletons on fire--20 feet high. This project needs to be stopped immediately. 

Thank you, 
Kirsten Arreguin 
Medford 
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Public Comments              30.20

From: Mo So 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:53 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Re: "firestorm" statue.

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Very dismayed that the city is considering installing the piece by Robert Barnum. Art in a gallery show is one 
thing, public art to commemorate or memorialize is a completely different thing. This piece is grotesque and in 
no way functions as a fitting memorialization or celebration. Again, as the artists' work in his own show it 
would be one thing, but public art represents the people in an area, which this piece fails to do. 

Maureen Soar 
Medford, OR 
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Public Comments              30.21

From: Pat Anderson 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:55 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Almeda Fire Statue

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Dear City Council, 

Please abandon the installation of this grotesque statue. It will only serve as a trigger to the Almeda fire victims 
to relive their most horrifying nightmare. 

I am truly saddened that the city has lost all decency and common sense, thinking this morbid statue would be a 
positive addition to the city and the memory of the fire and it's victims.  

Yes, we do need to always remember this awful time in our history of wildfires, but not with this statue. I 
implore you to stop this installation. 

Thank you, 

Patricia Anderson 
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Public Comments             30.22

From: Diane Reiling 
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 5:46 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: "Firestorm"

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

On September 8, 2020, the Almeda Fire came right up to our "toes" on Hwy 99, but only threatened 
our hilltop home. We have been advised by  
firemen on the scene that day, that IF the wind had changed that evening, our entire development up 
on the Amerman Hill would have been engulfed by the fire and lost. 

There was no warning that day, only a Phoenix policman with a bullhorn in our street.  People at work 
had no warning to get home to save pets.. It was a horrible day, and 
the lack of communications and lack of preparation for a combination of wind and fire contributed to 
the devastation we suffered that day.  We sat in bumper to bumper traffic 
that day for 2 hours, trying to go the only available direction out of Phoenix (west) - hoping that we 
wouldn't be burned in our cars like so many residents in Paradise, CA.  In Talent, 
fire hydrants didn't have any water with which to fight the flames. 

I did not see the article in Wednesday's Medford Mail Tribune in LOCAL until I saw a Facebook post 
yesterday.  My reaction to the stature was instantaneous - it is GROTESQUE! 
Is it supposed to make me remember my fear that I would be burning up in the fire????? 

We were evacuated for 8 days and our hill protected from looters by the National Guard.  My husband 
and I were among the lucky ones.  I am thankful and grateful every day, as I still can see 
devastation in the valley below my hill. 

Like the Phoenix, we rise from the ashes - I have seen that graphic over and over here in our 
little town. Talent had sunflowers lining their streets.  So much more uplifting than white 
skeletons dancing 
in the flames.  What were you thinking??!!

$75,000 would go a long way to improve the Emergency Communications System that failed us all 
that day.  $75,000 would help those still living in FEMA trailers.  We - who lived through this fire -  
do not want this abomination of a statue towering above Riverside where it can be seen from I-5. 

Shame on you!!!  (I understand that Medford has since pulled the $33K in funding recently 
appropriated for this statue - thank you.) Now, can you help stop the building of this horrible statue? 

Sincerely, 
Diane Reiling 
Phoenix, OR 97535 



1

Public Comments              30.23

From: Nicolle Aleman 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 3:20 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: New Art Installation in Medford

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

To whom it may concern,  

As a survivor of the Almeda Drive Fire who spent a harrowing day escaping that horrific firestorm with my 
small child, I would like to respectfully ask the City of Medford to reconsider its plans to install the new art 
sculpture depicting the human form in flames. While I am normally open-minded about artistic expression, this 
particular piece is causing too much pain for the many people I know who lost their homes, pets, and in a few 
cases, loved ones and the last thing they need is a permanent reminder that brings back those awful memories. 
The Firestorm piece is in poor taste considering all our community has gone through, and it would go a long 
way with many if the City walked back their plans to erect a monument that causes this level of distress for 
those who were directly impacted by that terrible day. However good the intent might be behind it, the harm it 
will cause is severe.  

Thank you so much for your consideration,  

Nicolle Aleman 
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Public Comments             30.24

From: Gypsy Bartlett 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:12 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm statue

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

I'm emailing the city in regards or the firestorm statue that's going to be put up in Medford.  

I believe it's in very bad taste to be spending so much money on a 20 foot metal statue that represents the three 
victims lost in the Almeda fire last year...I know many fire victims that are still homeless or have PTSD from 
losing everything to that fire. Im NOT okay with my tax dollars going to this statue. It's in poor taste and could 
make the mental health of fire victims worse. To have a reminder every day. And the families who lost their 
loved ones have to look at it and be reminded of it...it's especially distasteful that it's of three people with flames 
surrounding them...use that money to create homes or set up a support system for those affected by the fires. 
Not to a statue that a majority of the valley doesn't want. 
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Public Comments              30.25

From: Sarah DeLong 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 8:16 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Fire memorial

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Please, please, PLEASE do NOT put up a 20 foot statue downtown that looks like skeletons standing in front of 
a burning building. My house didn’t burn down in the Almeda fire but I still carry the stress and trauma of that 
day. It was terrifying! That statue is an extremely visceral reminder of the pain and loss of that day and the days 
that followed. None of us need that kind of reminder. Please choose something different as a memorial. Maybe 
something that represents how the community pulled together to support each other during the aftermath. There 
were so many incredible leaders who stepped up to make sure people had places to sleep and food to eat. THAT 
is what we should all remember. NOT the pain and terror!  

Sarah DeLong 

Ashland, OR 
97520 
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Public Comments             30.26

From: Iris DeMello 
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 6:53 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Firestorm sculpture

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

I am writing to protest the installation of the firestorm sculpture in Medford.  It is horrifying and extremely 
disrespectful to the anguish that residents and firestorm survivors have and continue to experience. 

Iris DeMello 
Talent, Oregon 
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Public Comments              30.27

From: Amy Gunter <amygunter.planning@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:46 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Burning figures public art

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Dear Council and Mayor,  
Please reconsider the proposed art installation that appears to depict burning humans.  
When people were evacuating from southwest Medford, trapped in traffic, this is the exact image that comes to 
mind. We DO NOT need a constant reminder. Evidence of the tragedy is all around us.  
Please, consider the people who’s lives, livelihoods, we’re destroyed in the fire. The statue is grotesque and 
highly inconsiderate. 
Medford Oregon can do so much better! There is a way to honor the situation but this effigy looking thing is not 
a positive contribution to the public art scene.  

Thank you,  
Amy Gunter  

--  

Amy Gunter 
Rogue Planning & Development Services 
541-951-4020
Rogueplanning.com
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Public Comments              30.29

From: Deidre 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:11 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: “Firestorm” sculpture installation

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

I saw today an article on the Mail Tribune website about this proposed art installation, and while I am not 
normally much given to commenting on public art, I have to say that I find this sculpture in exceedingly poor 
taste. Four headless human bodies on fire, writ 20 feet tall? That isn't a commemoration, it's a recapitulation. 
That isn't about honoring the victims, it's about being mired in the fire. It is the very opposite of a "beacon for 
change". 

Why not art symbolizing how the community came together? That is change for the better. Or art symbolizing 
the neighborhoods that burned, the cities as they were? That is memorialization. Or even just an abstraction that 
isn't human bodies on fire? 

A far better example is this sculpture from a resident of Paradise, who used her art to embody not only the city's 
devastation but also resilience and rebirth: https://usaartnews.com/news/art-therapist-collects-14-000-keys-
from-wildfire-victims-and-transforms-them-into-powerful-metal-phoenix-sculpture  
Even better, her sculpture incorporated the residents themselves into its making. The city is the art, and the art 
the city. What a fantastic memorial that makes! 

There is nothing of that in Barnum's proposed sculpture. No respect. And why would there be, really? He lives 
in Michigan. He was not here. He was not one of those who sat glued to the scanner feed for half a day, tracking 
the fire's steady march toward his home, hovering on the cusp of evacuation, panicking over what to do if it 
came to that. Wondering if, should the fire turn just a little more west, there'd be anything come back to 
afterwards. Much less was he one of the people who lost everything to that fire. 

It doesn't matter how many awards he's won or that his brother's a city official. This proposed sculpture is 
tasteless and inappropriate. It is a 20-foot-tall encapsulation of trauma -- not recovery, not reconciliation, not 
healing grief, but just plain trauma -- that the people of the valley are going to have thrust in their face every 
day for the rest of their lives. 

I seriously hope the city will have second thoughts about installing this particular piece of art. 

Regards, 
Deidre Krupp 
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Public Comments             30.30

From: Martha 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 3:41 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Fire victims art???

Sent from my iPhone 

Subject: Fire victims art??? 

What were you thinking?!?!?  That’s hideous & so horrible. No One will be  comforted by that 
garbage!! It looks like bad Halloween decorations!  Don’t waste taxpayer’s money!! 
If you insist on putting it up, hopefully someone will tear it down and throw it in the officials’ 
front yards!!! 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Public Comments            30.32

From: Marcello Romano 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 9:07 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: “Firestorm”

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Do not allow this atrocity to be erected in Medford or any of the surrounding areas. It is an abomination and I’m 
truly stunned by the insensitivity on display here. Donate the $75k to victims who are still without basic needs 
and proper housing.  

Disgusted. 
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Public Comments            30.33

From: Jessica Sanders 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 3:11 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: "Firestorm" Statue Installation

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Good Afternoon,  

I am writing regarding the upcoming "Firestorm" statue installation. Having lived through the events of the 
Alameda fire, I personally feel that this statue is not only in extremely poor taste; but also presents a traumatic 
image that is extremely unhelpful to those who lived through the events and others. This is not a hopeful, 
inspiring or even a beautiful image. Rather it is grotesque and inappropriate in my opinion. 

Please consider going in a different and more visually hopeful direction with any kind of memorial art 
representing those events. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Jessica Sanders 
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Public Comments            30.34

From: Robert Jr. Shand 
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 7:38 PM
To: Public Comments; Mayor and Council; LEAMING Gary W; Bill Meyer; Craig Smullin; 

news@rosebudmedia.com
Subject: Public comments for City council meeting 01/20/22 re: ODOTS Report Missing the 

Viaduct

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

I would be surprised if Leamings ODOT report will include the status of the Viaduct which has had the 
expansion joints "patched" 3 times yet, from 4/10ths of a mile away it still sounds like the trucks are driving 
over 2x4's. The storm water downspouts are in a state of disrepair and when it rains water cascades across the 
bike path proximal to the tiny skate park underneath.  Has the city done anything with the "stumbling block" 
placed by ODOT to do a hydrological study in order to remove the abandoned sewer pipe at 4th. St. and or the 
concrete coflagulation under the Jackson St. Bridge which are well documented impediments to fish passage. 
Has the bank erosion been addressed ? Previously ODOT had no problem allowing for a $10,000.00 paint job 
on 6 columns under the Viaduct and no doubt the next $60,000.00 for more paint will be allowed. City 
leadership has gone far beyond gilding a lily for this Tarnished Urban Renewal Development.  Bob Shand. 
Medford.  Cc's for transparency and open communication. B. 
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Public Comments            30.34

From: Robert Jr. Shand 
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2022 5:06 AM
To: Public Comments; Bill Meyer; news@rosebudmedia.com; Craig Smullin
Subject: Public comments for city Council meeting 01/20/22

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Dear Mayor,Council Members and city manager, Save yourselves the "Embarrassment" and Tens of Millions of 
the Public's Dollars ;  Vote NO for the as now referred to as "The Rogue X". The contract is full of exclusions 
and "What won't be built into the facility. The sump pumps have an issue. Ceiling fans above the basketball 
courts ? Plastic Sheeting to cover the roof ? etc. etc.  Seriously you all are being "Taken for a ride" on the slow 
motion crazy train wreck that is the Rogue Credit Union Community Complex and Aquatics Center at The Wes 
Howard Memorial Park.  take a few moments and consider Wes Howard's dream and know why he didn't 
donate his property to the city of Medford.  Kind regards.  Bob Shand. Medford Oregon.  Cc's for transparency 
and open communications 
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Public Comments            30.35

From: Linda Sturgeon 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Some 500 signatures against fire art statue - read the comments listed within as of 1:13 

today

<EXTERNAL EMAIL **Click Responsibly!**> 

Read the comments section of petition at https://www.change.org/p/prevent-the-firestorm-statue-installation-in-
medford-or/c 

Reasons for signing 
See why other supporters are signing, why this petition is important to them, and share your reason 
for signing (this will mean a lot to the starter of the petition). 

The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

Estela Rodriguez 
5 minutes ago 

It’s unbelievable that people actually think this is okay. There is still so much trauma and people in 
need of housing due to this fire. I cannot comprehend how anyone thinks that a statue portraying 
victims on fire is okay. It’s vile. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

Lacie Six 
12 minutes ago 

This is horrendous and a complete waste of tax payers dollars. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

Jeri Jackson 
28 minutes ago 

Are you kidding me? As a survivor of the Almeda fire, I don't need to have a physical reminder of the 
PTSD and anxiety I have acquired. Why do I want to see something that looks like fire dancing 
around figures; especially at night. For me, this does not honor the victims, instead, it 
dishonors… Read more 

 
 2 

Share
Tweet

Natasha No 
43 minutes ago 

We need healing not ptsd triggers. If you want an art project that will last centuries and remind people 
of what happened then do a statue of the living and the survivors (rouge valley strong) or the people 
that came to help. Something that requires thought. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

Nicolle Aleman 
45 minutes ago 

Can we not with this? 

 
 1 
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Share
Tweet

Jamilyn Friend 
47 minutes ago 

Absolutely disappointed in Medford for thinking this is the way to honor those devestated by the 
alemeda fire. For starters your should have chosen one of the local amazing artist The Valley has to 
offer and a better design. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

helaine Alon 
49 minutes ago 

I believe that a memorial should be something that is healing and uplifting, something that brings 
people peace after a traumatizing event. This sculpture is horrifying and would be traumatizing to look 
at for our community - it looks like people are being burned alive. I appreciate the gesture… Read 
more 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.
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Jason Ricks 
49 minutes ago 

Put the money to what counts help the homeless struggle 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

Jodie Arellano 
1 hour ago 

The size mostly and because it isn't pleasant to look at and everyone will be forced too. Public art 
should support and uplift the community. Many people are still very traumatized by the fire, this art 
seems to increase or intensify a negative feeling. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

Peggy Guthmiller 
1 hour ago 

While I realize that art is an opportunity to express deep emotions, I do not believe this particular 
piece of art will facilitate healing emotions. I believe this will be a constant reminder of the tragedy in a 
negative manner. Please reconsider placing this art. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Jade Head 
1 hour ago 
 

This is horrendous. The money going toward this should go to families displaced by the fire who are 
likely still struggling rather than a statue that reminds them of their trauma. Art can be incredibly 
healing. This is not the way. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Lisa Thompson 
1 hour ago 
 

traumatic!!! Poor taste! Someone "in charge" is certainly tone deaf 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Jeff Young 
1 hour ago 
 

The design concept is horrific! 
Seriously? Bodies standing in flames? 

  
 1 
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Linda Sturgeon 
1 hour ago 
 

I am completely opposed to this statue for the reasons given in this petition. I am angry and appalled 
that this 'art piece' is even being considered. Use the $75,000 money to prevent future fires by cutting 
down dead trees and weeds and other NEEDS. We have friends who lost their homes and… Read 
more 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Diana Piels 
2 hours ago 
 

I find it offensive to everyone who survived the fire that the rendition is of people being consumed by 
fire. Please reframe this and consider spending this money on rehousing people who continue to live 
in motels 

  
 0 

Report

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
John Fridinger 
2 hours ago 
 
This thing is totally gross and traumatizing, and as well is in a community where the fires never 
reached... 
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 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Julie Kopf 
2 hours ago 
 

MY FATHER IN LAW LOST HIS HOME NEAR THE FWY & THIS IS A HORRIBLE MORBID PUTRID 
DEPICTION OF A MEMORIAL. really tasteless 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
JARRAD Webb 
2 hours ago 
 

This is a poor tribute to the victims of the fire. I have nothing against the artist or the installation, but 
the fact that it’s $75000+ and plenty of hours used to install- the money could help the families that 
were victims of the fire in a much better way. Plus, just no. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet
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Dasja Dolan 
2 hours ago 

This sculpture will cause stirring of the PSTD. Too bad that nepotism played a role in selecting this 
artist. 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

Patricia Anderson 
2 hours ago 

I can't believe the city and artist would agree that this sculpture would do anything but make the 
victims relive the most horrifying experience in there lives. This is not a positive sculpture, nor is it 
attractive. I can't believe the city of Medford would be so cruel as to sign off on this. Yes… Read more 

 
 1 

Share
Tweet

Serena Brigante 
3 hours ago 

The design does not sound like it will act as a tribute, and would rather act as a traumatic reminder of 
what the survivors of the fire went through. At the very least, make the artist redesign it after 
researching grief and trauma response. 
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 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Joyce Chapman 
3 hours ago 
 

This “art” is gruesome and does nothing to honor fire victims or help them heal. Who authorized the 
Public Works Director’s brother to do this? Outrageous 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Linda Henning 
3 hours ago 
 

I can't see the entire statue and I really don't rely on others opinion of art but one element. "the 
designer (not a Rogue Valley local, but brother to city employee Sam Barnum, Medford building 
safety director" right there - that is wrong. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet
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Shiv Verma 
3 hours ago 
 

It’s the right thing to do. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
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matt farrington 
3 hours ago 
 

Unnecessary and in poor taste 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Elizabeth Scheppler 
3 hours ago 
 

Please don’t do this! What are you thinking?! 

  
 1 

Share
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Tweet

 

 
Kelly Adams 
3 hours ago 
 

It is a waste of money 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
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Shannon King 
4 hours ago 
 

I agree that this is both grotesque as a monument and also as an expenditure at this time, while many 
survivors are unhoused and suffering. Tasteless. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Jonathan Elder 
4 hours ago 
 
This is distasteful and disgusting, From some one who survived the fire with my family! 
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 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Janice Dawn 
4 hours ago 
 

I think any money available should go to relief and housing funds, not commemorating a disaster. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Maya Elder 
4 hours ago 
 

This is a distasteful way to honer fire survivors. A statue on with people on fire! No way! Plus a waste 
of $ 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked 
be d isplaye
have been 
renamed, o
Verify that 
to the corr
location.

 
Jessica Wakefield 
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4 hours ago 
 

Resources are needed- not a sculpture. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Trisha Castillo 
4 hours ago 
 

When I called Deputy City Manager Kelly Madding last year begging for a warming shelter because 
people were dying in the cold and losing body parts to hypothermia she told me that City of Medford, 
Local Government didn’t have money to open a warming shelter. And she blamed local… Read more 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Laura Glassford 
5 hours ago 
 

I lost my home in the Almeda Fire. I left my home with ash falling around me and a wall of orange 
behind me. I didn't sleep for almost two months because every time I closed my eyes, I imagined 
everything in my home on fire. My home was in the city limits of Medford and Medford did… Read 
more 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
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Kathryn Kottong 
5 hours ago 
 

This work of art is not appropriate in its gruesomeness. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked 
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Reginal Ayres 
5 hours ago 
 

Use that money to help heal the survivors...not erect a satanic monument...people burning in hell. 
What are you thinking? 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked 
be d isplaye
have been 
renamed, o
Verify that 
to the corr
location.

 
Carrie Becker 
5 hours ago 
 

What a distasteful way to display our community disaster!!!!! This is so ugly and will bring back horrific 
memories for those who suffered in this tragedy! 
Please DO NOT approve and rethink and go back to drawing board. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet
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Lynnea Forderer 
5 hours ago 
 

I believe the $75,000 could be much better spent helping those who lost everything in the fire. 
Please~! 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Sarah Westover 
5 hours ago 
 

The Almeda fire came within feet of my house and took my neighbors houses in Phoenix. This 
monument is in poor taste and I can't believe the city is spending $33,000 on it when there are still so 
many fire victims who are literally homeless. 

  
 1 
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Missy Ellis 
5 hours ago 
 

Please read all the reasons posted on news page:… Read more 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet
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Patricia Bunch 
6 hours ago 
 

What a horrible idea - people in the flames. We don't need reminders of the ones who died and how 
close we came! Rather look at how we emerged from the destruction! 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Robert Coplen 
6 hours ago 
 

This feels similar to playing "Bodies" by Drowning Pool to "remember" a mass shooting... There were 
two other towns that would highly benefit from these funds being shared to rebuild what was lost 
instead of a 20ft+ trigger for PTSD with ongoing costs. 

  
 1 
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Jennifer Willison 
7 hours ago 
 

Create something that is garden like, peaceful. Something that would represent newness and 
strength. 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet
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Terri Anderson 
8 hours ago 
 

this is a horrible design that will trigger survivors of this tragedy--healing is needed--not putting 20 foot 
burning people in our faces forever 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Christopher Glass 
13 hours ago 
 

It's disrespectful to victims and people that don't identify as male/female and children effected. That 
money should go to helping the victims not reminding them about not being able to afford living in 
Talent. This is unscrupulous and immoral. Please redirect money to aid people who need it and not to 
making rich people feel better about what happened. 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Justine Townsend 
14 hours ago 
 

It's. A. Person. On. FIRE! WTF??? And while some survivors are still homeless as a result of this fire? 
Shame on you! 

  
 2 

Share
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
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Noah Edwards 
14 hours ago 
 

This is so ill conceived. 

  
 1 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Nancy Goldschmidt 
15 hours ago 
 

This is an ugly reminder of that devastating night and a waste of our tax dollars! 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
Nicole Tarbart 
15 hours ago 
 

I signed because I am a fire survivor I lived in Talent and lost everything why would I want this as a 
reminder of what we survived. Donate said money to fire survivors or a burn unit. 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet
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Audrey Cenedella 
15 hours ago 
 

This horror restimulates our collective pain and suffering, and reminds us of destruction, not hope. 

  
 3 

Share
Tweet
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Markuerite Braly 
15 hours ago 
 

We don’t need a reminder like this to look at every day and bring people’s trauma to the forefront 

  
 3 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Susam Skidmore 
15 hours ago 
 

I am disgusted by this intended statue. 

  
 1 
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
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Ida Janes 
16 hours ago 
 

A life was lost in this fire, why would anyone want to be reminded "of bodies burning in flames" it will 
certainly serve as a beacon of trauma! 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet
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Tiffany Clark 
16 hours ago 
 

75% of my neighborhood was lost in Almeda. “Art” that looks like people on fire is not honoring to fire 
victims, but triggering and traumatic. That money could be spent to help the victims instead. 

  
 3 

Share
Tweet

 
The linked 
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to the corr
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Amanda Davis 
16 hours ago 
 

Erecting a $75,000 statue that depicts people burning alive to supposedly commemorate lives lost in 
a vicious fire hits so far from the mark it’s appalling. This evokes feelings of panic and fear not peace 
and healing. And of all the places to put it…Medford?!? The fire was mainly in Phoenix and Talent. 

  
 7 

Share
Tweet
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
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to the correct file and  
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April Metternich 
16 hours ago 
 

Medford cops kicked the newly homeless victims out of Hawthorn Park with nowhere else to go. So 
many victims did not receive FEMA assistance and were still homeless months later. Housing was 
scarce and the prices skyrocketed. Now you are proud to memorialize that with an… Read more 
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Share
Tweet
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Whitney Barnard 
16 hours ago 
 

As an Almeda fire survivor, I’m appalled and disgusted by this sculpture! And disgusted and 
disappointed in the City of Medford for putting $33,000 of city dollars towards this monstrosity while 
we have hundreds of Almeda survivors homeless, sleeping in cars and temporary hotels 17… Read 
more 

  
 4 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Kimberlee Handloser 
16 hours ago 
 
The artwork is not trauma informed but triggering. Why would you have what appears to be skeletons 
burning in a fire as a constant reminder to 1000s of people who lost everything in a fire? Many of 
these people barely had time to escape with their lives and are still living with the trauma of 
the… Read more 
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Stacie Westbrook 
16 hours ago 
 

This “artwork” clearly shows the lack of understanding from our city officials and this artist-this in no 
way honors those that were forever changed by this horrific fire that devastated our community. 
Perhaps true art that honors the community that has stood together and rebuilt would be… Read 
more 
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Share
Tweet

 

 
courtney badger 
16 hours ago 
 

The artwork is offensive when so many in the community had to run for their lives from the fire. Why 
would they want a large lit up fire to remind them of that tragic night. 
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Share
Tweet
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Jennifer Allen 
16 hours ago 
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This statue is grotesque. It was a horrible time in our valley’s history and memorializing it by depicting 
people on fire is truly an awful idea. Why not something that represents the way our citizens came 
together to help? But not this. Please not this. 
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Share
Tweet
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Kazzandra Solis 
16 hours ago 
 

It’s an unnecessary statue 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet

 

 
Christine Thurston 
17 hours ago 
 

Medford City council is tasteless, inappropriate, and crude. I'm not surprised they would pick such an 
indecorous symbol of a major tragedy. 

  
 2 

Share
Tweet
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Maxwell Court 
17 hours ago 
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I am signing because this will be an embarrassment to our community. Also I do not like that the city 
has use nepotism in making this decision 

  
 3 

Share
Tweet
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